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HISTORICAL SKrETCH. 



THE Redwood Library and Athen^Tim owes its origin to 
a literary and pliilosophical Society, whicli whs established in 
Newport in the year 1730. This Society* was composed of some 
of the most respectable men of the town of Newport ; at that period, 
one of the most remarkable in the American Colonies, for its wealth, 
learning, and public spirit. Its origin is connected with a splendid 
name in literature and philosophy.t The celebrated Bishop Berkeley, 
who resided at this time on Rhode Island, encouraged the formation of 
this Institution, and participated in its discussions. He was the intimate 
friend of some of its members, and the chbrm of his conversation un- 
doubtedly gave a delighrfiil interest to its meetings. Berkeley resided 
on Riiode I.^^land from January, 1729, to September, 1731 ; and, from 
frequent intercourse with these vigorous-minded men, derived that 
knowledge of American character, which prompted his Muse to utter 
the prophetic declaration, — 

" Westward the star of empire takes ita way." 

At that period, the advantages of the Association depended on a 
system of weekly debates and conversations upon questions of utility 
or interest. The formation of a library was subsequently considered 
by them as one of the most powerful means of accomplishing their 



* Tlie followlne gentlemen were membera of tills Society: Daniel Updike, Peter 
Bdurs, James Searing, Edward Seott, Henry Collins, Nftlhan Townsend, jun., James 
Honyrann,juo,, Jeremy Condy, Samnel Wiokliara, Tbomaa Ward,Jo3ias Lyndon, John 
CallBnder,,ian,,SnBton Grant. John Brett, Clmrles Bardln, Hezekiah Carpenter, Joseph 
Jacob, Joseph Sylvester, John Checkley, jun^ William Ellery, John Adams, Daniel 
Hnbbard, John WallMce, Stephen Hopkins, and Samnel Johnson. 

t See the very interesting Biographical Sketches of the Rliode-Islnnd Bar, by Wil- 
kltis Updike, Esq. 
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original purpose, — " the promotion of knowledge aiid virlue," The 
system of debates was gradually laid aside, and the energies of the 
Society were solely directed to the collection of valuable books. Had 
the establishment of a Library constituted, originally, an object of the 
Society, the valuable books given by Bishop Berkeley to Yale College 
and Harvard University, on his departure from Newport in 1731, 
would undoubtedly have been presented by him lo this Institution, to 
individual members of which he was strongly attached. 

In the accomplishment of this new object, a great impulse was given 
by Abraham Redwood, Esq.; who, in 1747, placed at the disposal 
of the Society five hundred pounds sterling, foi- the purchase of stan- 
dard books ia London. To give permanence and usefulness to his 
donation, Mr. Redwood enjoined on tlie Society the duty of erecting 
an edifice, as a depository for such books as might be purchased. In 
pursuance of their object, a charter of incorporation was obtained in 
1747; and the Society, in honor of their most liberal benefactor, as- 
sumed the name of the Redwood-Libkakt Company. For (he 
erection of a library building, five thousand pounds were almost im- 
mediately subscribed by different citizens of the town. Henry 
Collins, Esq.,* proved a noble co-adjutor of Mr. Redwood; and 
presented in June, 1748, to tie Company, the lot of land then called 
Bowling Green, on which the present Library edifice now stands. 

The Library Building, which is a beautiful specimen of the Doric 
order, was commenced in 1748, and completed in 1750. The plan 
was furnished by Peter Harrison, Esq., assistant architect of Blen- 
heim House, England. He also superintended the erection of the 
edifice, with the Committee of the Company, consisting of Samuel 
Wickham, Henry Collins, and John Tillinghast. The master-builders 
were Wing Spooner, Samuel Green, Thomas Melvil, and Israel Chap- 
man. The principal front is ornamented with a portico of four Doric 
columns, seventeen feet in height, and projecting nine feet from the 
walls of the building. The edifice consists of a main building, and two 
small wings on each side, ranging in a line parallel with the west end 



• Honry Collins was «. merchunt of Newport, distingaished for hla wealth, libemlitj', 
and tiiBte. He amployed Smibert, who came out with Dean Berkeley, to take the por- 
tniita of Callender, Clap, Hitohoock, and Berkeley. Smihert was an excellent artist, 
and had been previously pntroniied, whils dt Florence, by the Grand Duke of Tuscany. 
The portrait of Henry Collins taken by Smibert is supposed to he in the po?fe3slon of 
some hraneli of [he Fl:iSK Fuinily; hut Ihe proprietors of the Libi-nry have nol, as yet, 
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of the building. The wings furnish two ronm=, of about twelve feet 
square. The principal Library room, occiipjing the whole of the main 
building, is thirty-seven feet long, twenty-six feet broad, and nineteen 
feet in height. The edifice is Hglited by seven whole windows, and 
three attic windows in the east and west ends. The three whole 
windows in the east end are beautifully enriched with tasteful ar- 
chitectural ornament. As a mailer of local interest, it may be men- 
tioned, that, in their first plan, the proprietors contracted for thi-ee 
attic windows on the north, west, and south sides; making, in all, 
twelve whole windows and nine attic windows. The east end was to 
contain only one large Venetian window. The Library Building, on 
the outside, is worked in imitation of rustic, and is adorned by the 
ornaments appropriate to the Doric order. The whole buildhig is 
supported by a substantiii! foundation, raised several feet from the 

The first meeting of the Redwood-Libi-ary Company, after their in- 
corporaiion, was held in the Council Chamber, in Newport, on the 
last WeJnesday of September, 1747. The following gentlemen were 
chosen officers of the Institution: Abraham Redwood, Rev. James 
Honynian, Rev. John Callender, Henry Collins, Edward Scott, Sa- 
muel Wickhara, John Tillinghast, and Peter Bours, Directors ; Joseph 
Jacob, Treasurer; Edward Scott, Librarian; and Thomas Ward, 



At a meeting of the company in the Council Chamber, on the 4th of 
July, 1748, the Directors presented a Ciitalogue of the books which 
they proposed to purchase in London. The liberal share given in this 
catalogue to the ancient classics evinced a disposition to provide for 
the scholar the objects of his favorite study. In these times of cus- 
tomary appeal to direct utility, we fear a less liberal expenditure would 
be allowed for the gratification of classical taste. This catalogue, with 
Mr. Redwood's bills of exchange, was sent immediately to Mr. John 
Thomlinson, Esq., of London, who appears to have satisfactorily exe- 
cuted the commission of the Society. He was elected an Honorary 
Member in 1749. 

A system of laws for the regulation of the Company, drawn up by 
Daniel Updike, James Ilonymiin, jun., Thomas Ward, and Matthew 
Robinson, Esqs.,* was adopted at a meeting in March, 1750. In 1750, 

- For the liigb cliaractot of tlicsc nn:ii, sec Updike's Sketches of the Rliode-Islaiiil 
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a tax of twelve hundred pounds was assessed on the members of the 
Company, to defray the expense of completing the building. 

In 1753, the Kev, Ezra Stiles was admitted an Honorary Member 
of the Society. His distinction as a scholar and theologian, connected 
wilh hia exertions ia behalf of the Library, justifies some allusion to 
his character In an historical sketch of the Institution. The Redwood 
Library, at the time of his settlement in Newport, contained about one 
thousand five hundred volumes of standard books. Tlie classical and 
theolojical departments were the most valuable, and constituted the 
principal attraction which determined Dr. Stiles to fix his residence in 
Newport. He remained in Newport twenty years ; and, during the 
greater portion of the time, officiated as Librarian of the Company. 
Having constant access to this valuable collection of books, he drew 
from it, by assiduous study, his great and various learning. He held 
an extensive correspondence with European scholars ; and the principal 
object of that correspondence was to illustrate and perfect those re- 
searches and iiivestigations in philosophy, history, antiquities, and 
physical science, to which his mind had been prompted by the perusal 
of books which lie found on our shelves. His zeal for the diffusion of 
knowledge led him to solicit for the Library valuable works from 
European authors. Many of the^e woi-ks, obtained through his instru- 
mentality, are still preserved in the Library. The copy of Montanus's 
" Hebrew Bible and Dictionary " now belonging to the Library enabled 
him to perfect his knowledge of the Hebrew language; and a folio 
copy of "Homer" still bears the marks of his profound study, in the 
form of Greek annotations, in his own liandwriting. He was one of the 
most eloquent adioeates of liberty in the Colonies, before tie Revolu- 
tion The lale Di CI inning says of h m To the influence of this 
diat nguished man in the cirde m which I was brought up, I may owe, 
m part, the indignation wl ich I teel toward e\ery invasion of human 
rights In my eaihest years I regaided no human being with equal 
leverence His rare learning, eloquence ind goodness, uniformly 
supported by tradition ha\e received, of late the attestation of great 
name The eloquent eulogy pr nounced upfn this gifled and exlraor- 
dimry man by Chancellir Kent will pie erve for many generations 
the memoiy of his attainments geniu'. and virtue. 

In 1<70 the proprtetois to e«nce then oratrtul sense of Mr. Red- 
woods exeitiona for tl e advauL^menl of the Institution, requested him 
to sit for his picture ; the expense of which was to be defrayed from 
the Company's treasury. After repeated solicitations, Mr. Redwood, 
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in 1773, gave his consent, agreeably to the wishes of the Company. 
David Chceseboi-ough, Thomas Vernon, and John Bours, Esqs., were 
appointed a Committee to carry the vole of the Society into execution. 
This painting was probably executed ; hut it ia douljtfui whether it was 
ever placed in the Library. The beautiful portrait which, at the 
present time, adorns the walls of the Library room, was copied hy 
Charles B, King, Esq., from au original portrait of Mr. Redwood; 
and was generously presented by him to the Society in 1817. 

No meetings of the Library Company were held from 1778 to 1785. 
During the Revolution, the town of Newport was occupied by various 
armies. The disastrou" state of the (own compelled many of the best 
citizens* to leave their homes, and to seek shelter for themselves and 
families in the more secure retreats of the country. The tumults of 
war and revolution interrupted the peaceful pursuits of literature, and 
exerted a chilling influence on the growth of knowledge, and the 
prosperity of institutions like that which forma the subject of our 
sketch. During the war, the Library Building is said to have been 
defaced, and many of the books carried off. To the honor of Gen. 
Prescott, it is said, that, on being informed of llie exposed state of the 
Libraiy, he stationed a military guard to protect it from further injury 
and depredation. 

At a meeting of the Company, held at Mr. Townsend's Hotel on the 
14th of October, 1785, — it being the first meeting after the conclusion 
of ihe war of the Revolution, — the following gentlemen were chosen 
officers of the Institution : Hon. Abraham Redwood, Stephen Ayraull, 
"William Vernon, John Malbone, Jonathan Easton, Nicholas P. Tilling- 
hast, Jacob Richardson, and Robert Stevens, Directors; "William 
Channing, Secretary ; Christopher EUery, Librarian ; Stephen Ay- 
riiult. Treasurer. Several important objects engaged the attention of 
the Society : the principal were the remission of the annual tax from 
1778 to 1785, the repair of the Library edifice, the recovery of miss- 
ing books, and the formation of a catalogue of the Library. William 
Vernon, Henry Marchant, and William Channing, Esqs., were ap- 
pointed to apply to the Honorable General Assembly, at their next 
session, for a renewal of the charter of the Company, with alter9,tions 
and amendments. 

The Society esperienced a great misfortune in the death of Mr. 

• Mr. Redwood resided, during tho Revolutionary War, on Ills farm in Mendon, 
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Redwood, ihe founder of tha Library, March 6, 1768. Bpncfit-ent 
objects seemed to have occupied the mind of Mr. Redwood, as will 
appear from the following obituary notice taken from tlie " Newport 
Herald," March 13, 1788: "Last Saturday morning, died the Hon. 
Abraham Redwood, in (he seventy-ninth year of his age. He waa 
blessed with an ample fortune and a liberal spirit, which prompted him 
to encourage useful learning and relieve the distresses of mankind. 
He founded the Library in this town. He subacribed largely to a 
college lo be built in this State, on condition that it should be esta- 
blished in the county of Newport. He subscribed five hundred pounds 
sterling towards a university proposed to be erected in this town ; and 
he offered the same sura to the Society of Friends, of which he was a 
member, to endow a school in this place for the instruction of Friends' 
children. His less public acts of generosity will be gratefully remem- 
bered by those on whom they were conferred ; and the poor will never 
forget that Abraham Redwood was their constant friend and benefac- 
tor." It is understood that Mr. Redwood I'emoved to Newport from 
Antigua, where he possessed large and valuable estates. 

After his death, the public interest in the prosperity of the Institution 
seems to have declined. A period of great success in the commerce of 
the town was allowed to pass away without bringing new resources 
for the accomplishment of the objects of the Institution. In fact, its 
very existeoco, at one time, depended on the resolution and efforts of a 
few individuals. The late Dr. Channing, in a discourse delivered at 
Newport in 1836, alludes to the neglected condition of the Library at 
this period, during which be pursued his studies in Ibis town. He 
says, "I had no professor or teacher to guide me; hut I had two noble 
places of study. One was yonder beautiful edifice, now so frequented 
and so useful as a Public Library; then so deserted, that I spent day 
after day, and sometimes week after week, amidst its dusty volumes, 
without interruption from a single visitor." 

The public attention was not directed to the importance of the Insti- 
tution till the year 1810, when the Society received an accession of 
spirit and ability by the admission of a large number of new proprie- 
tors. In March, 1810, James Ogilvie, Esq., visited the town, and de- 
livered several lectures on the advantages of public libraries ; which 
contributed essentially lo awaken the public to Ihe claims of the Red- 
wood Library on their generosity and support. He made the Society 
a liberal donation of select and valuable books. From 1810 lo the 
present time, a very respectable interest has been maintained iu 
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Ihe Institution ; and the funds placed at the disposal of the Society 
have been judiciously managed in accomplishing the plans of its 
founders. 

The valuable services of the late Robert Rogers, Esq., as Librarian 
and Secretary from 1810 to 1831, entitle him to the grateful remem- 
brance of all who are interested in the prosperity of the Institution. 

The exertions of the late Robert Johnston, Esq., in behalf of the In- 
stitution, demand honorable mention. By Lis solicitation, some of the 
most rare and valuable works in the Library were obtained from 
different individuals in Newport and its neighborhood. In 1834, he 
made great efforts to enrich the Lihrai-y with the Public Records of 
England. He succeeded in obtaining eighty-four volumes — sevenly- 
two large folios and twelve octavos — from the Lords Commissioners 
and Lord Lyndhurst, in consequence of his application to them, through 
the medium of his friend and agent, Thomas Bland, Esq., of London. 
These volumes — containing the most valuable materials of English 
history — were understood lo be obtained as a present Irom the King 
ol' Great Britain, on the application of Lord Lyndhurst. As such, 
Ihey will be perpetually preserved in the Redwood. Library. 

In 1813, Solomon Souihwick, Esq.. of Albany, gave to the Library- 
one hundred and twenty acres of land in the State of New York, lor 
the pur[>ose of advancing the Institution, and thereby peqielualing the 
memory of Henry Collins, Esq., one of it.s principal foundei-s. 

In 1^34, Abraham Redwood, Esq., of Dorset Place, Marylebone, 
Eng., — being desirous of promoting an Institution founded by his 
honored grandfather, — gave to the Company the homestead estate, 
situated in Newport, which he inherited from his father, Jonas Red- 
wood, Esq. 

In 1837, Baron Hotlinguer, a distinguished banker of Paris, who 
was connected by marriage with the Redwood Family, presented to the 
Company one thousand francs for the restoration of the building. 

In 1840, the Hon. Christopher G. Champlin bequeathed to the Com- 
pany one hundred dollars and some valuable books. 

The proprietors are also indebted to the Hon. William C. Gibbs 
for his liberality in permitting a free access lo a valuable collection of 
books at present deposited by him in the Library. 

The Library Room is adorned by several paintings and busts. The 
beautiful bust of John Marshall was presented in 1839 by Augustus 
E. Silliraan, Esq., of New York. The acknowledgments of the Com- 
pany are doe to Charles B. King, Esq., of Washington, for bi^ .nume- 
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rous and valuable donations ; among which are the portrait of Columbus, 
and that of Abraham Redwood, the founder of the Library. 

The Preface of the Caialogue of 1844 closes with the previous sen- 
tence. In tracing the progress of the Library since that period, mAny 
important changes in the character and efficieney of the Institution 
will be noticed. A brief allusion also to a few topics, overlookecl in 
the previous Preface, may not be improper to a full understanding 
of the history of the Institution. The hooks purchased in England 
by the five hundred pounds sterling given by Mr. RedHood, and 
placed on (he shelves of the Library in 1750, were considered at that 
time the finest collection of works on theology, history, the arts and 
sciences, in the Amei-iean Colonies. Its excellence being widely 
known, the Redwood Library became the frequent and favorite resort 
of American schohira of that day. It is not surprising that the pro- 
prietors at that early period deemed that few or no additions were 
required to perfect its ample stores. 

In fact, from the year 1760 to 1810, not a single tax was laid on the 
proprietor"! to increase the Library ; not a single book was purchased 
from the appropriate funds of the Library. The revenues of the Li- 
brary, arising from fines and an annual tax of twenty shillings on each 
share, were employed "for discharging officers' salaries, incidental 
charges, and unavoidable repairs." • It would be unjust, however, 
not to commemorate the following donations hy some of the early 
friends of the Institution. In 1760, at the very commencement of the 
Library, valuable donations of books were made by several gentlemen. 
Thomas Ward, Esq., Secretary of the Colony of Rhode Island, gave 
sixteen volumes of English and classical works; among which were 
folio editions of Homer, Herodotus, Xenophon, Chaucer, and Spenser. 
John Brett, M.D., a graduate of the University of Leyden and a phy- 
sician of Newport, gave several works In Latin ; among which were a 
folio copy of Pliny's "Natural Histoiy," and a copy of the Latin Vul- 
gatei Biblia Sacra (in quarto), printed at Venice, A.D, 1487. Edward 
Scott, Esq., and Matthew Robinson, Esq., highly accomplished lawyers 
of Rhode Island, gave some works relating to history, mathematics, and 
theology. Capt, Joseph Harrison, a distinguished merchant, and, at a 
subsequent period, Collector of the Port of Boston, N. E., gave some 
important works on natural philosophy. A club, composed of gentlemen 
residing in Newport, gave twenty-six volumes and ihlrty-five pam- 

• Pi-eface of Catalogue t,l 1764. 
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piilets ; among which were probably llie only books printed in America 
at tliat lime in the Library ; viz., " New-Tork Journal of a Conspiracy " 
(a quarto pamphlet), and twelve " Philadelphia Magazines." Valuable 
works were given also by Capt. William Dunbar ; Capt. Joseph Bull f 
Mr. William Stevens; Mr. John Chaloner; Mr. Simon Rhodes; Mr. 
Kaphthali Hart Myers ; Mr. Abraham Hart ; Mr. Henry Collins ; 
Thomas Moffatt, M.D.; Mr. Metcalf Bowler; Mr. Alexander Mac- 
kenzie ; Dr. William Douglas, a graduate of Edinburgh and a phy- 
sician of Boston; Mr. Hugh M'Ky; Mr. James Murray, of South 
CaroHna; Mr. Ebeneaer Flagg; and Capt. William Richards. 

In April, 1732, Dr. William M'Dowell gave eighteen volumes of 
philologieal, classical, and medical works. Donations of books were 
also made, during 1752, by Capt. Benjamin Wickliam, Mr. Michael 
Bland of London, and Capt. Joseph Jacob. 

In April, 1753, the Eev, Dr. M'Sparran, the energetic missionary of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, residing 
in Narragansett, gave five theological pamphlets on the " Controversy 
with Dr. Middleton respecting the Miraculous Powers," and Leland's 
" View of the Deistical Writers." In August, 1753, Mr. Thomas Wil- 
lett, of South Kingston, K.I., gave " Purchas liia Pilgrimes," 1 vol. 
folio ; " KnoUes's History of the Turks," 1 vol. folio ; and the " History 
of America," by Ferdtnando Gorges, I vol. quarto. Donations were 
also made by Mr. Andrew Heatly, and by the Eev. Thomas Barnard, 
M.A. In 1755, several works were given by the Rev. Dr. M'Spar- 
ran and Mr. Thomas Sparks; in 1756, by Ciiarlea Bardin, Esq.; in 
1 759, by the Eev. Mr. Thomas Pollen of Newport ; in 1763, by Edmund 
Trowbridge, Esq., of Cambridge, Mass. ; and, in 17C4, by John Eobiu- 
6on, Esq., of Newport, Collector of the Colony of Rhode Island. 

The following authors presented copies of tlieir works; In 1750, 
Dr. Wiliam Douglas gave a copy of his " Summary, Political and Histo- 
rical, of the British Settlements in North America," In 1756 and in 
1762, the El. Eev. Dr. Sherlock, Bishop of London, presented four 
copies of his " Discourses," in 12mo. In 17(54, the Eev. Dr. Nathaniel 
Lardner, of London, presented his " Credibility of Gospel History," in 
seventeen volumes 8vo. In the same year, Nathaniel Neal, Esq., of 
London, presented copies of his father's works (the Eev. Daniel Neal, 
M.A., of London) : viz., Ncal's " History of the Puritans," 2 vols. 
4to ; and Neal's " History of New England," 2 vols. 8vo. In 1770, 
Francis Maseres, M.A, Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge, presented 
copies of his " Mathematical Treatises," in 2 vols. 8vo. 
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In 1772, Catliai-ine Maeaulay presented lier "Hisloiy of England, 
in a vols. 4to ; and a quarto volume of miscellaneous tracts. 

The editor of the " Newport Mercury," Nov. 9, 1772. thus notices 
Mrs, Macaulaj's gift to the Library: " Mrs. Catharine Macaulay, one 
of the lights of the present age, and the celebrated female historian, 
hy the hands of Henry Marchant, Esq., late agent for this Colony, has 
generously presenlcd the Redwood Library, in this town, with a copy 
of her Hoiks, being six volumes in quarto of a new and most beautiful 
edition, which she has sent, as she is pleased to say, as a ' testimony 
of her regard to the people of the Free Colony of Rhode Island.' " 

In a fly-leaf of Montanuas " Biblia Sacra Polyglotta," in the Li- 
brary, is recorded, in ihe handwriting of the Rev. Dr. Ezra Stiles, 
the following memorandum; which is copied to illustrate the frugal 
manner observed at that lime in making additions to the Library : — 

"Jan. 5, 1774. — Montanus's 'Polyglot,' &c., in 8 vols, folio, 
price 21^ dollars, or £4. 16s. sterhng, was given to the Redwood 
Library, in Newport, R.I., by tlie following jiersons : viz., the Hon. 
Abraham Redwood, Esq., the founder, two guineas, or 9^ dollars; Mr. 
Francis Malbone, 1^ dollar; Mr. James Rod Rivera, 1^ dollar; 
Mr. Aaron Lopez, 1 dollar; Gov. Josias Lyndon, 1 dollar; Henry 
Marchant, Attorney- General, 1 dollar ; Dr. William Hunter, 1 dollar; 
Mr. John Hours, 1 dollar ; Mr. Isaac Hart, 1 dollar; Mr. Samuel Rod- 
man, 1 dollar; Mr. John Cranston, ^ dollar; Ezra Stiles, 1 dollar: 
viz., 21^ dollars. The books received and deposited in the Redwood 
Library by Ezra Stiles, Librarian." 

During the period of the Revolutionary War, the town of Newport 
greatly declined in all the circumstances that unite to form the strength 
and prosperity of communities. Dependent for its resources on its 
maritime commerce, it was one of the first towns in America to suffer 
from the rigorous enforcement of the Navigation Law which preluded 
Ihe Revolution. During the Revolution, alternately garrisoned by 
British and American forces, it experienced most of Ihe evils inddent 
to a place in a slate of siege. Some of its leading merchants were at 
variance with the mass of the people in their views of the great contest 
going on. It sufFered from divided feelings and opinions, — the loyalty 
of opulent merchants to the mother-country, and the strong attach- 
ment of its people to the great cause of American liberty. Its com- 
merce retreated from tiie dangers of military incursions, and its 
population dimiaislusd under the oppression of martial law. The Red- 
wood-Library Institution felt the depressing inHuence of the c 
mis fort u DCS. 
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At the close of tlie war, it was discovered lliat a very consiileritble 
number of the books had bcea put'loitied ; that the building and fences 
had fallen into decay; that in consequence of death, or removal from 
the State, a small number only of members were left to manage the 
affairs of the Company, and to carry out the generous and noble inten- 
tions of its founder and of its other generous benefactors. With a view 
to restore the Institution, an application was made to the General As- 
sembly to pass an Act for the better regulating and defining the powers 
of the Company of the Eedwood Library in the Town of Newport. An 
Act was passed at the October Session, 1790. It was a renewal of the 
old charier. It designated the present officers of the Institution, deter- 
mined the quorum at the meetings of the Directors and of the Com- 
pany, and restricted the right of membership to those individuals only 
who should, before January, 1791, give in their names to the Treasurer 
of the Company, and appear, either in person or by proxy, at the next 
meeting of the Company, to be held in the Library Building, in New- 
port, on the second Monday in February, 1791. 

The privilege of substantiating claims to membership was, by a 
subsequent Act of the Legislature, in May, 1701, extended to tlie 
12th of July, 1791 ; and the first meeting after the renewal of 
the charter was appointed to be held on the 2d of August, 1791, At 
the meeting on the 2d August, 1791, it appeared that the Kedwood- 
Library Company had been reduced to thirty-three proprietors. At 
the annual meeting in September, 1791, — the first ai\er the renewal 
of the charter, — the Hon. Henry Marchant was chosen Moderator, and 
the following officers were elected : viz., William Vernon, John Hour?, 
Jonathan Easton, jun., Henry Marcliant, and Joseph Jacob Robinson, 
Directors; Thomas Wick liam. Treasurer; Edward Thurslon, Secre- 
tary; Kev. William Smith, Librarian. From this period lo the year 
1810, the Library Institution made no decided advance in the extent of 
its resources or the number of its proprietors. Vigorous efforts, ho«'- 
ever, during this period, were made to resuscitate the Company by the 
sale of shares, and by application for legislative aid. In September, 
1801, Eev. William Fatten, John Bours, William Hunter, and Robert 
Stevens, were appointed a Committee lo form a plan for the revival of 
the Institution. In September, 1806, the same duty was committed 
to William H. Vernon, Benjamin Hazard, William Crooke, William 
Hunter, and Stephen Cahoone. This Committee reported resolutions, 
which were adopted, for an application to the Legislature for the pri- 
vilege of raising three thousaiid doliiirs by lottery, and for the admission 
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of thiity new iiiumbers on paying twonty-five dollars each for a sliare in 
the Library. On petition in 1806, the General Assembly granted a 
lottery to the Company, with the privilege of raising three thousand 
dollars. The Company, at their meeting, Nov. 6, 1806, appointed John 
Eoiirs, Robert Stevens, William H. Vei-non, William Hunter, and 
Benjamin Hazard, directors of the lottery. This legislative grant, 
however, was never made available for the interests of ihe Library. 
The hope of carrying the grant into effect seems to have lingered until 
January, 1826; when Ihe Hon. William Hunter, Benjamin Hazard 
and C. E. Eobbins, Esqs., were appointed to report on the best means 
of accomplishing the object. 

At the annual meeting, Sept. 24, 1806, a Committee, eonpisting of 
Benjamin Hazard, William H. Vernon, Stephen Cahoone, and Benjamin 
Hadwen, were appointed to collect all the books and other property of 
the Library; to cause to be inserted in the "Newport Mercury " an 
advertisement calculated to induce persons having such property to 
restore it; and, if necessary, to call personally upon individuals neglect- 
ing to return the books in their possession. This Committee published 
an address to the public in the " Newport Mercury " of Sept. 27, 1806. 
The following extract from their communication shows the dispersed 
condition of the Library at that time : " The long neglect of this Insti- 
tution by tlie proprietors may possibly have furnished those who have 
books in their hands belonging to it with an excuse for neglecting to 
return them ; and some may have thought it not incumbent on them 
to trouble themselves about books in their possession, because they 
were not originally taken out by themselves. These may be the best of 
poor excuses, and the Company must accept them as such for the long 
detention of tbeir books hitherto ; hut they hope that those wiio have 
so long obligingly had the keeping of their hooks will now trust them 
to the care of the real owners, and will not allow themselves to he 
satisfied with such reasons for any further detention. A large portion 
of the Library books liave, in one way or another, got upon the shelves 
of individuals in different quarters of the town, and many valuable sets 
have thus been broken and rendered useless. Before these depreda- 
tions were committed upon it, ^t was an Institution both valuable and 
ornamental to the town, and society at large reaped the benefit of it. 
Let it again prosper ; and, that it may begin to prosper, let the books 
belonging to it be honorably restored," 

On the I3th of March, 1810, the Company resolved to admit fifty 
new members on Ihe payment of fifteen dollars each, or so many new 
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merabers as would carry tlie whole number of proprietors to one hun- 
dred. This plan proved to be an auspicious and successful measure 
for the revival of the Institution. 

On the 19lh of March, 1810, sixty-four new members were admitted 
into the Company, with the obligation of paying each fifteen dollars 
within a month into the treasury. Committees were immediately ap- 
pointed to revise the laws and regulations of the Lihrary, to take a 
catalogue of the books, to ascertain and lo collect the missing volumes, 
to enclose the lot with a fence, and to repair and paint the Library 
Building. At the annual meeting, Sept. 26, 1810, an elaborate system 
of rules and regulations of the Library, consisting of twenty-three sec- 
lions, was adopted. The following officers were elected : Dr. Jonathan 
Easton, President ; Messrs. William Hunter, John P. Mann, Walter 
Channing, Robert Stevens, John Mein, Directors ; Messrs. Christopher 
Fowler, Benjamin Hazard, David King. John L. Boss, jun.. Edmund T. 
Waring, William Turner, Committee for the purchase of Hooks ; Ben- 
jamin Hadwen, Treasurer; Robert Rogers, Secretary. Levi Tower 
was elected, by the Directors, Librarian. The Library was at first 
opened only on Saturdays, from two to five o'clock, p.m. ; but from 
June 1, 1811, to July, 1812, it was opened on Wednesdays from four 
to six o'clock, P.M., and on Saturdays from three to six o'clock, p.m. In 
July, 1812, a regulation was adojited, which continued to be observed 
until 1859. The Library was opened for the delivery of books to the 
proprietors on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in each week, from 
three to six o'clock, p.m., from the 1st of May to the 1st of November ; 
and on Tuesday and Saturday In each week, from three to four o'clock, 
P.M., from the 1st of November to the 1st of May. 

In October, 1810, the proprietors appointed a Committee, consisting 
of WiUiam Hunter, Benjamin Hazard, Edmund T. Waring, David 
King, William Turner, "William Marchant, and John L. Boss, jun., to 
prepare an address, and to present the same to the public, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining donations of books to the Library. This Committee 
published in the " Newport Mercury " of September, 1811, an eloquent 
appeal — drawn up by their Chairman, the Hon. William Hunter — to 
literary and benevolent minds in behalf of an Inslilutlon whose founders 
had been animated by a truly noble and enlightened public spirit. 

This direct appeal to the public contiibuted to revive the interest 
already directed towards the Library, and to encourage the spirit of 
liberahty row re-awakened by the example of generous and high- 
minded individuals. 
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Fiom 1810 to 1860, hrge addilions of books have been made to the 
Library bj donUjons of liberal individuals, and by purchase from 
the appropridle funds of the Library. The donations of books by 
individual-., during that period, are recorded in the ZJonafjora ^o4 of 
the Redwood Lihrarj In 1844, two hundred and fifty dollars were 
given to the Library, lor the purchase of books, by various individuals. 
The President gave twenty dollars ; Judge Alonzo Paige of Albany, 
twenty-five dollars ; and C. B. King, Esq., of Washington, one hundred 
dollars. In 1845, the President of the Library gave several valuable 
books, among which were the " Harleian Miscellany." In 1847, the 
Hon. Robert B. Cranston gave to the Library a liberal donation of books, 
consisting of "Jefferson's Manual," three volumes of the "American 
Archives," twenty -one volumes of "American State Papers," and 
twenty-nine volumes of » Gales and Seaton's Congressional Debates." 
To this gentleman, on various other occasions, as well as to the Hon. 
Albert C. Green, Hon. Philip Allen, Hon. Henry Y. Cranston, 
Hon. Elisha R. Potter, Hon. George G. King. Hon. Thomas Davis, 
Hon. N. B. DuHee, and Hon. Henry B. Anthony, the Library Com- 
pany are indebted for gifts of valuable public documents. 

In 1848, many valuable books, from the library of the late Dr. 
Thornton of Washington, D.C., were given by Jlrs. Thornton! among 
which were several volumes of the " Philosopliical Transactions of tlie 
Royal Society of London." 

In 1857, several valuable works were presented by Mrs. Mary 
Griffin, from the library of the late Francis Griffin, Esq., of New York : 
viz., Du Halde's " China," 2 vols, folio ; Kaempfer's " Japan," 2 
vols, folio; Goldoni's Works, 30 vols. 12mo.; and the "State Trials of 
England," in 10 vols, folio. In 1858, William N. Mercer, M.D., 
of New Orleans, presented a valuable selection of books, chiefly of 
French authors. In 1859, Mr. Henry Allen Wright gave three beau- 
tifully illustrated volumes ; viz., Audubon's " Quadrupeds of North 
America." Hon. David Sears of Boston gave, in addition (o previous 
donations, the " Plymouth-Colony Records," the " Records of Massa- 
chusetts," and the" Collections of the Ufa-ssachusetts Historical Society;" 
in all, thirty-one volumes. The Hon William C. Gibbs gave a valua- 
ble coliuclton of books on military art and science, for many years 
previously deposited by him in the Library. In 1860, Sidney Brooks, 
Esq., gave eighty-one volumes of rare and valuable books, many of 
them magnificently illustrated, and all in fine binding. These were 
selecfed by Mr. Brooks in Europe, and sent by him from France. 
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In I860, also, Mr. Jolin Purssord of Regent Street, London, related to 
the Kedwood Family, gave tSie old family seai of the Redwood arms, 
and a portrait, of Mr. Ahraliam Redwood, the grandson of the founder 
of the Lihrary ; a fine specimen of the artistic talent of Sir Thomas 
Lawrence. The Library Company ai'e indebted for these last dona- 
tions to the kind agency of George Peafaody, Esq., of London, and to 
the exertions of Sidney Brooks, Esq., who, heing in London, accepted the 
gifts for the Library from Mr. Purssord on certain conditions. 

In addition to the donations of books by individuals, acknowledged 
in the Catalogue, the Red wood- Library Company are indebted to vari- 
ous societies and legislatures for gifts of books ; among whom may be 
mentioned the Rhode-Island Historical Society, the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society, the Philadelphia Library Company, the City Library 
of Boston, the American Antiquarian Society, Harvard University, 
Brown University, the Smithsonian Institute ; the cities of Newport, 
Providence, and New York ; the States of Massachusetts, New York, 
Tennessee, and Rhode Island ; the Record Commissioners of Great 
Britain, and the Government of the United States. From 1810 fo 
1860, the following authors have presented copies of some or of the 
whole of their works : Rev, Dr. A. Holmes, of Cambridge ; Isaiah 
Thomas, of Worcester ; Nathan Carey, of Philadelphia ; Egbert Ben- 
son, of New York ; Rev. John Evans, of London ; Dr. Mease, of 
Philadelphia ; Francis Kinlock, of South Carolina ; William H. Ver- 
non, of Newport, R.L ; David Hosack, M.D., of New York ; Rev. Dr. 
"Willi.-ira E. Channing i Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse ; Edward Pelham 
Brenton, Esq. ; Rev. James D. Knowles, of Providence ; Hon. Eiisha 
R. Potter, of Kingston, E.I. ; George H. Calvert, of Newport ; Dr. 
"Walter Channing, of Boston; Dr. Usher Parsons, of Providence; 
Rev. Dr. F. Wayland ; Josiah Quincy, LL.D. ; James K. Angell, of 
Providence ; C. T. Brooks, of Newport ; George Folsom, of New 
York ; Hon. David Sears ; II. T. Tuckerman, of New York ; John C. 
Warren, M.D., of Boston ; N. I. Bowditch, of Boston ; Hon. Francis 
Brinley, of Boston ; C. C. Moore, LL.D., of New York ; Com. M. C. 
Perry, of New York ; Hon. Samuel G. Arnold, of Middletown, E.I. ; 
H. W. Longfellow, of Cambridge ; Hon. William B, Lawrence, of 
Newport ; and Geoi^e Hayward, M.D., of Boston. 

Such is a brief record of the accumulation of the Library u! n 
from the benefactions of individuals, during a period of on hu d d 
years, and from the revenues of the Library Company arisi f n n 
annual tax for a period of fifty years. 
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In Jjinuary, 1844, the Library Company received from JuJah 
Touro, Esq., of jSew Orleans (a native of Newport), the gift of two 
thousand dollars ; which sum, aceording to the wish of the donor, was 
appropriated to the repair of the portiuo of the building, and to the 
laying of a sidewalk in East Touro Street, from the Library Building 
(o the corner of Kay Street. Mr. Touro, at his death in 1854, left the 
liberal bequest of three thousand dollars to promote the interests of 
the Institution ; which sum was transmitted by R. D. Shephard, Esq., 
executor, to the President of the Institution. The sum was properly 
invested at the time, and the interest of the monej annually deioted to 
the purchase of books. 

For several years previous to the year 1855, there had existed 
among the proprietors a growing conviction Uiat the Redwood Libraiy 
did not meet the wants of the public, either in the degree ol its accessi- 
bility or in the rapidity of its increase. Various measures were suc- 
cessively proposed for enlarging the usefulness of the Institution. In 
July, 1834, the Hon. Richard K, Randolph introduced resolutions to 
authorize the Directors to procure lectures to be delivered in the Li- 
brary Room ; to cause the Library to be opened every day in the week, 
except Sunday ; and to give permission to all strangers to use the books 
during the Library-hours. Sevei'al attempts were made to increase the 
number of shares of the Library, and thus to augment the annual reve- 
nue, in the years 1843 and 1844, and especially in 1847; when the 
Company were eloquently addressed by the Hon. William Hunter in 
favor of this libera! course. These several efforts to increase the effi- 
ciency of the Institution failed to receive a favorable consideration. 

The traditionary belief, that one hundred had heen designated as the 
appropriate number of members by the founder of the Institution, 
seemed to exert a spell upon the minds of the proprietors ; and, for a 
long period, defeated the exertions of many public-spirited individuals 
to advance the Ins.titution. It was only in 1854 that the Company 
consented to authorize the President to sell fifty new shares at twenty- 
five dollars per share. It must be acknowledged that some interest had 
been awakened in favor of the Institution by the able and eloquent 
discourse of (he Hon. William Hunter, delivered at the Centennial 
Anniversary of the incorporation of the Red wood- Library Company, 
Aug. 24, 1847; as weil as by the appropriate and beautiful poem of 
the Rev. Charies T. Brooks, delivered on the same occasion. There 
was, however, no considerable increase in the number of the proprie- 
tors, and no decided advance in the revenue of the Library. 
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At t!ie annual meeting in September, 1855, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the Directors, iLe following Commiitee were appointed to report 
on the best means of increasing the efficiency and enlai^ing the use- 
fulness of the Library ; viz., W. C. Cozzens, Darid King, R. J. Taylor, 
Charles H. Russell, A. H. Dumont, Peleg Clarke, and Augustus Bush. 
At a meeting, Oct. 10, 1855, the Committee eubmitted their report, 
which recommended the sale of four iiundred new shares at twenty-five 
dolhirs per share, with the view of enlarging the Library Building, in- 
creasing the number of books, atlacliing a reading-room to the Library, 
and opening the Library daily to the public The report of the Com- 
mittee waa adopted, and the following resolutions were pSssed with 
great unanimity: — 

" 1. That it is expedient to raise the sum of ten thousand dollars to pro- 
mote the usefulness of the Institution. 

" 2. That Thomas E. Hunter, E. JJ. Cranston, and William B. Lawrence, 
be a Committee to procure, from the General Assembly, amendments to the 
Charter, empowering the Company to elect, at their annual meetings, eleven 
Directors instead of five ; and entitling a proprietor to vote on more than one 
share held by him, but restricting him to five votes, whatever the number of 
shares held by him. 

" 3. That David King, W. B. Lawrence, William C. Cozzens, A. H. Du- 
mont, Charles H. RusseU, Pelcg Clarke, William S. Wetmore, and George 
H. Calvert, be a Committee to draw up a Circular exhibiting the condition 
and resources of the Institution, presenting the proposed plan for improving 
the Redwood Library and Athenseum, and the terms of admission to its pro- 
spective privileges." 

This Committee was empowered to solicit subscriptions to the stock 
of the Company, upon the conditions of the proposed plan, to the 
amount of four hundred shares, at twenty-tive dollars per share. 

The amendments to the Charier were made by the General Assem- 
bly of Rhode Island, at the January Session, 1850. 

A printed Circular waa distributed, by the Committee appointed for 
that purpose, among the citizens and visitors of the town, in July, 1856. 
Tlie subscription was immediately opened upon the following condi- 
tions, as presented in the Circular: — 

" 1. Subscribers shall pay for the number of shares afBved to their names 
at the rate of twenty-five dollars per share ; provided that no part of the 
subscription be required, unless the whole number of four hundred shares bo 
subscribed for before the annual meeting of the Company in September, 
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e than one share held by each member, 



" 2. No tax shall be levied oi 
unless a larger number be used by such b 

"3. Each share shall entitle a member to the uses and privileges of the 
library and Reading Eooni, and to the right of voting at the meetings of 
the Corporation, according to the provisions of the Charter and By-laws. 

"4. No proprietor, at the meetings of the Corporation, shall have more 
than five votes in his own right, however great the number of shares held by 

Though, in obtaining subscription?, the Committee were aided by the 
well-known fact, thai the existing propei'ty of the Institution possessed 
the value pf twenty-iliree thousand dollars, and by the very liberal ofFur 
of Ciiaj'les H. Russ<:ll, Esq., to take one thousand dollars of the new 
stoL-k, they failed to make up the required sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars by September, 1857. In August, 1858, the depressing effeeta of 
the financial crisis of 1857 having been succeeded by a comparative 
slate of prosperity, the subscriptions for the Library-slock were resumed ; 
and by the efforts of a Subcommillee, consisting of Messrs. W. C. 
Cozzens, William E. Lawrence, and Jolm T. Bush, the whole stock 
was taken by Sept. 20, 1858. 



The following is a list of the subscriptions, most of which v 
cured by the exertions of "William C. Cozzens, Esq. : — 



i pro- 



Charlea H. Eussell, 40 shares . 






William' H. Kiiis, 
William B. Lawrence, 
Diivid Seam, 
Henry P. Bepk, 
Wiillam G. Breeze, 
Edward L. Brlnley, 
John A. Browa, 
Henrr Bull, 
John T. Bush, 
Samuel W, Butler, 
Henry CliBuncey,jun., ■ 
Poles Clarlte, 



WillTai 
Will, 



K Cinrke, 



Snmnet Enga, 
K. M. Gibbes, 
D. I. & N, H. Gould, 
Josepli M. Hart, 
Isnac P. Hazard, 
Hazard and Citswel], 
Hninitton Hoppin, 

G. Wiraherlj ioncs, 
Charles S liins, 



Bufus B. Kinsley, 
Aag. N. Littlefleld, 
R. ti. Mailland, 
Ear) P. Mason, 
fioliert M. Mason, 
Wm. Newton Mercer, 
Henry A. Middleton, 
William Newton, 
GeoTKe F. Parlsman, 
Mary Porter, 
Christopher Rhodes, 
James ■■ '"'"''»- 
Andre' 
Willi 

Wm. P. Sheffield, 
Allied Sniitli, 
Henry Tiffany, 
Tillinghast Tompkins, 
Josepi B. Tompkins, 
"'•-■-'— !ier Tow nsond, . 

n Rensselaer, 
iiamuel Wetmore, 
Joseph I. Biiilev. '. 

Kiohard Cornel), : 

A, H. Dumont, '. 

Win. G. Hammond, i 
""" " IS Hunter, 1 



IS T. Rhodes, 
iKobeai 
^H. fi 



Chm 



s ilixlei 



Edward Ogden 
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John Piiiiie, : 

Robert Riiy, 

T. M. Senbury, 

R. M. Staigg, 

Kdmund Twaadv, : 

H. C. Van Rensselaer, : 

H. Allen Wright, ; 

W. S. (J. AUer, 

E J. Anderson, 

Jamea Atkinson, 

L. P. W, Baluh, 

B. S. Barker, 

R. P. Berry, 

Wm, H. Biisa, 

Thomns Bron-ntll, 

John Bull, 

George Burronghs, 

B. W. Coit, 

J. C. ConRdon, 

W. P. Congdon, 

J. H. Cozzens, 

Wm. H. Cranston, 

J. D. Dennis, 

John Eidred, 

Wm, Fiudder, 

Aug. Goffe, 

Georee W. Greene, 

B. A. Huzard, 

G. A. Hazani, 

J. A. Haz«rd, of T. C, 

J. L. Hazard, 

D. W. Hollaway, 

S. T. Hopkins, 

Mrs. Mary Irish, 

lleiir}' Jackson, 



At the Annual Me f h E a d L y nd Athenteum 

Compimy, held al llie Library at three, r.ir., Wednesday, Sept. 29, 1858, 
the following officers were elected : viz., David King, President ; Peleg 
Chirke, William S. Wefmore, William C. Cozzens, Charles H. Eussdl, 
Sidney Brooks, David Sears, A. N. Litlletield, A. II. Dumonl, Wil- 
liam B. Lawrence, George C. Mason, John T. Busii, Directors; 
George Cozzens, Treasurer; K. L Taylor, Secretary. The Board of 
Direclora having been authorized by the Company to enlarge the Li- 
brary Building, to increase the Library, and to adapt the Institution to 
the wants of the public, appointed, Sept. 30, 1858, ihe I'oDowing Com- 
mittees to effect these various objects : viz., first, a Committee on 



Note.— Additional subscriptions for shai-ea in July and August, 1E60 : — 


F. L. B»Tedii, S shares 
John FoaUr, 4 „ 

Ttos. Cogg^h^L, 1 ^h^ 








SSOO 
100 

60 
2S 


John Oirey, Jun., share . 
T. JtOetsoVeoohage, „ . 
John It. Ford, „ . 
Theodore Phlnney, „ 

i:S:!S:.t, :: : 

BenJ. It. Wiathrop, ,. 






S25 
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By-laws and Bcgulafions, consisting of Messrs. Dumont, Busli, and 
Mason ; second, a Committee on Finance, consisting of Messrs. Clarke, 
Wetmore, and LittlefieM ; third, a Coniniittee on Additions lo tlie 
Library, the Increase of Books, and Objects of Art, consisting of Messrs. 
Lawrence, King, iind Taylor; fourth, a Committee on Alterations of 
the Library Building, consisting of Messi's. Russell, Bfooks, and Coz- 
zens ; fifth, a Committee on Re-organization, consisting of Messrs. 
Kin;r, Wetmore, Dumont, Mason, and Lawrence.' 

The Building Committee (viz., Charles H. Russell, Sidney Brooks, 
■William C. Cozzens, Augustus N. Liltlefield, and Peleg Clarke) 
r'ltained from Mr. Gi-orge Snell, architect, of Boston, a plan for en- 
lari;iiig the Library Building ; tLe lending principle of which was, 
while accomphshing that object, to preserve, as far as possible, the 
original design of Mr. Peter Harrison, the first architect. 

The Committee contracted with Mr. Abraham T. Peckham, as master- 
builder, to carry out the additions and alterations according lo the plan 
of Mr. Snell, which had been previously approved of by the Directors. 
The whole work was finished by July 1, 1859. The west or front ele- 
vation was not altered. The wings on the north and south sides were 
extended from one-third of the length to the entire length of the build- 
ing. A new building was attached to the east end of the old Library, 
against which the wings were made to terminate. This building, pro- 
jecting north and south two feet beyond the wings, was made of the exact 
width of the old Library Room; thus allowing the beautiful east fafade 
of the old Library to be removed so as to form the south facade of the 
new building. The north fapade of the new building was constructed 
in exact imitation of it. The new east facade is perfectly plain, willi 
the exception tljat the Doric entablature is cari'ied around it. The base, 
and coigne stones, are similar to those of the rest of the building. The 
interior of the old Library Room was altered at the east end by the re- 
moval of the three windows, and the construction of a wide doorway with 
a semicircular fanlight It-ading to the new building. Arched entrances to 
the wings were made through the central compartment of the book-coves 
on the north and south sides. The ceiling of the old Library Room 
was improved by a centre ornament and appropriate mouldings. The 
north and south wings form aisles for bonks and reading-rooms, and 
have as formerly, at their west or front ends, rooms respectively for the 
Librarian and Directors. TJie new building is constructed with a base- 
ment, affording Fp;ice for a furnace, and convenient rooms for unpacking 
hooks. In planning these alterations, we cannot witliiiold the gi-cal 
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praise so justly due to Mr. Snell, the arcliitcet. "Wliile exhibiting llie 
spiiit of the true artist, in preserving, as far as possible, the archilectural 
work of a predecessor, he has added to the original building a room of 
which that predecessor would have been proud. This room is fifty feet 
long, twenty -eight feet wide, and nineteen feet high. It forms one 
large hall, and is lighted by six windows in the north and Bouih 
fiifades, and by an octagonal dome, or lantern light. The Directors 
have caused, this year (1860), the ceilings and the walls of the Library 
Eooms to be beautifully frescoed. 

As a part of their duty, the Building Committee furnished con- 
veniences for healing and lighting the building by means of a furnace 
and the introduction of gas ; they refurnished the Library Rooms with 
appropriate and substantial furniture of black walnut ; they obtained 
an iron safe for the preservation of valuable papers and records ; they 
caused a beautiful fence to be erected, and the grounds to be tastefully 
laid out, and planted with trees. 

The Committee on Books (consisting of William Beach Lawrence, 
David King, Da\id Sears, lioberl J. Taylor, A. II. Dumont, Jolm T. 
Bush, and George C. Mason) judiciously expended in the purchase of 
valuable works between three and four thousand dollars. In this ex- 
penditure, while availing themselves of the valuable advice of Joseph 
G. CogsweU, LL.D., Librarian of the Astor Library, they devoted 
much time and labor in endeavoring to make their purchases of books 
supply, in due proportion, the deficiencies in the different departments of 
the Library. The Committee on Re-organization, consisting of David 
King, W. S. "Wetmore, A. H. Dumont, G. C. Mason, and Sidney 
Brooks, reported a plan for opening the Library daily ; of establishing 
a reading-room, furnished with (he best journals and periodicals of the 
day ; for instituting a gallery of art, of painting and sculpture ; and for 
securing courses of lectures, to be delivered in the Library Room. 
This plan of re-organization W!is unanimously adopted by the Board, 
and its several objects were subsequently carried into effect. In forming 
the gallery of art, the Directors were aided by the munificent donation of 
Charles B, King, Esq., of Washington (a native of Newport), of eighty- 
six valuable paintings, — many by his own hand, and some by other 
distinguished artists. In the gallery of paintings, besides those given 
hy Mr, C. B. King, are paintings given by David Melville, Miss J. 
Stuart, Mrs. Catherine Allen, Usher Parsons, M.D., Augustus N. Lit- 
tlcHcld, C. IL Olmstead of New Haven, Russell Coggeshall, George C. 
Mason, William N. Mercer, M.D., of New Orleans, and John Pui-ssord, 
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Esq., of London. These gifts are specified in llic pnnted catalogue of 
the paintings. 

At a meeting of the Directors, May 23, 1859, Eenjamin II. Khoades 
was elected principal Librarian ; and Dumont Clarke, Assistant Libra- 
rian. Tbe sum of eight hundred dollars was appropriated to defray 
the salaries of the Librarians. 

The Library Building, enlarged according io the tasteful plans of 
Mr. Snelt, its shelves supplied with large accessions of new and impor- 
tant works, its walls adorned by valuable paintings, its rooms rendered 
attractive by tasteful and appropriate fiirniture, was opened to the pub- 
lie, July 5, 1859. For many successive days, the building was thronged 
by crowds of citizens, who admired the mode of its renovation, its 
increased convenience, and its better adaptation to the purposes of a 
library and athenaeum. Not the structure alone, it is to be presumed, 
attracted the attention of the people ; but also the new treasures of 
knowledge and art which had been gathered by the Directors, within 
(he walls of the building, for their service. From this last considera- 
tion must have proceeded the undissembled public joy at the thorough 
renovation of an Institution which had been the pride of their fathers, 
and which now, at a more advanced period of literature, had been made 
worthy of the liberal and enlightened community of which they were 
members. 

During the winter of 1859 and I860, the Directors instituted a course 
of free lectures ; which were delivered once a week in the Library 
liooms, on Thursday eveninj;, by the following gentlemen, — Kev. C. 
T. Brookp, G. W. Pettes (a poem), Hon. S. G. Arnold, George C. 
Mason, Rev. W. H. Richards, Walter S. Hunter, Benjamin A. Mum- 
ford, Rev. Thomas P. Rodman (a poem), Bev. H. S. White, Hon. 
George G. King, and H. M. Monsanto. 

At this time, an inaugural discourse on the advantages of public 
libraries was delivered by the .Hon. George G. King, President of the 
Institution, 

Three Catalogues of the Library have been published. The first 
Catalogue was taken by Elnathan Hammond, and, with a preface con- 
taining the Laws of the Library, was printed at Newport, by Samuel 
Hall, in 1764. The Library then consisted of fifteen hundred and six- 
teen volumes ; viz., two hundred and forty-nine folios, one hundred and 
fifty quartos, eight hundred and seventy-six octavos, and two hundred 
and forty-one duodecimos. It possessed but forty-one pamphlets. It is 
much to be regretted, that the collection and preservation of pamphlets 
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should, during the century ■of its existence, have Leen so geneiully 
neglected by the Directors of the Institution. They constitute an 
important record of the transient, and even of the more permanent 
feelings, passions, and thoughts of the successive generations of men. 
The second Catalogue was prepared by Robert Rogers, Librarian, 
under the direction of a Committee of the Directors ; and was printed, 
with the charter and laws, at Newport, by Eousmaniere and Barber, 
in 1816. It contained fourteen hundred and ninety-two volumes; 
viz., two hundred and thirty-one folios, one hundred and sixty-one 
quartos, nine hundred and fifty octavos, and one hundred and fifty 
duodecimos. 

An Appendix to the second Catalogue was printed at Newport, by 
William and J. H. Barber, in September, 1829. It contained a thou- 
sand and sixty-seven volumes ; viz., twenty-six folios, sixty-one quartos, 
six hundred and sixty-three octavos, and three hundred and seventeen 
duodecimos. It was prepared by Eobeft Rogers, Secretary and 
Librarian, 

The third Catalogue of the Library, with an Historical Preface, was 
printed in Providence, by Knowles and Vose, in 1843. It was pre- 
pared with great labor and care by Christopher G. Perry, David 
King, Mr. Prioleau of South Carolina, and Nathan II. Gould. In this 
Catalogue the books were arranged under Ave classes, with various 
sections under each class ; viz.. Theology, History, Jurisprudence, 
Government and Politics, Belles-Lettres, Science and Arts. It con- 
tained four thousand and forty-seven volumes, the titles of which were 
given in full. 

The present and fourth Catalogue consists of two parts. The first 
part presents the works in alphabetical order, under the names of tlieir 
authors ; the second part consists of an elaborate Index, in which the 
works of the Library are an'angcd under the classes of knowledge or 
subjects of whicli they treat. A part of this Catalogue, under the 
direction of the Directors, was prepared by Benjamin E. Thurston in 
1858. Great accessions of books having been made to the Library 
in 1859, the completion of the Catalogue has been intrusted by the 
Directors to Benjamin H. Ehoadea, the present faithful and able Li- 
brarian. By this Catalogue, it appeare that the Redwood Library now 
contains nine thousand five hundred and four volumes. 

In concluding the history of this Institution, we may express a hope 
for its continued prosperity. May this noble Institution, the offspring 
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of the culture, the elegance, and the liberality of Colonial limes, the 
nurturer of knowledge and virtue in our midst for a century past, con- 
tinue to attract the warm regards of generation after generation, 
receiving from each its grateful honors, and, in reeiprotation, ever 
shedding abroad in the community those moral and intellectual influ- 
ences which sustain and uphold the best interests of society I 
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COLONY OF RHODK ISLAND, Sic. 

By the Honorable the CtOVERNor and CompAnT of the English Cnlony of Ehodfl 
Island unci Proviilenoe PInntntiona, in New EngUind in Amarlca, in General Asseni- 
bly met nt Newport, within and for the Colony nforesaiii, on the third Tuesday in 
Augnst, one thousand seven hundred nnd forty-seven; — 

Toallto hAdbi ihetepretenis shall come, Gkeetino, 

Whereas Abraham Redwood, Esquire, hath generoualy engaged to hestow 
five hundred pounds sterling, to he laid out in a collection of useful hooka 
auitahle for a Public Library proposed to be erected in Newport aforesaid, 
and, having nothing in view hut the good of mankind, hath chosen to make 
his donation as lasting and difTusive as possible; to which end, James 
Honyman and others have been invited to join him, and, so far aa in them 
lies, to form a Society, or Company, for the propagating virtue, knowledge, 
and useful learning; which they have accordingly done, &e: whereupon 
the said Society have made application to this Assembly for a charter of in- 
corporation, who, highly approving of ao noble and generous design, and 
being willing and desirous to give all the assistance and encouragement 
which it justly merits, have given, and by these presents the said Governor 
and Company do, for themselves and their successors, give and grant, that 
the said Abraham Redwood, James Honyman, and others, and all others 
that shall he by them admitted members of their Company, be, and they are 
hereby, constituted, erected, and made a body politic and corpoiate, to sub- 
sist, at all times for ever hereafter, in deed and name, by the name of TlIE 
CoMPANT or THE Redwood Libr\ry ■ and by the same name, shaL and 
may ha p p 1 d b [ hi nd taxable in law; to 

have, h Id d j j 1 d m ta ts, libertiea, franchises, 

and he d m f mpl f m f 1 f lives, years, or other- 

wise! adalgd h 1 dh hg f what nature, kind, or 
quality dig 1 11 ssign the same lands, 

tenerae hdmtagd dh 1 Itodo and execute all 

other things about the same by the name aforesaid. And also that they and 
their successors, by the name of the Company of the Redwood Library, be, 
and shall be for ever hereafter, a company of persons able and liable to 
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sue and be sued, plead and be implead eii, answer and be answered unto, 
defend and be defended against, in all or any of the courts of law or other 
places, and before any judges, justices, and other persons whatsoever, in all 
manner of actions, suits, complaints, pleas, causes, and matters of every kind 
and nature whatsoever. And that it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
said Company of the Redwood Library, and successors, for ever hereafter to 
have one common seal for their use in their atfairs; and the same, at their 
will and pleasure, to ohauge and aher. And, for the well-governing and or- 
dering their affairs, the Governor and Company of the Colony aforesaid do 
hereby further grant, that it shall and may be lawful for the said Company 
and their successors to assemble and meet together on the last Wednesday 
in September in every year, and at such other times as they shall think con- 
venient, at their Library or any other suitabte place in the town of Newport; 
due and public notice being f^ven at least five days before the times of such 
meetings, not only of the day, hour, and place of such meeting, but of the 
cause thereof, and of the matters to be transacted therein. And that the said 
Company, or one-fourth part of them at least, in person, or by proxy duly con- 
stituted in writing, shall have full power and authority, from time to time, to 
make, constitute, and establish such laws, statutes, orders, and constitutions 
as shall appear to them, or the major part of them, to be good and useful, 
honest and necessary, for the government, regulation, and direction of the 
Company, and every member thereof; and for the appointing and regulating 
the election or nomination of Directors, a Treasurer, Librarian, Secretary, 
and such and bo many other officers as they may think fit, and for limit- 
ing and appointing their trust and authority j and for the admitting new 
members ; and to do all things concerning the government, estates, goods, 
lands, and revenues, as also all the business and affairs, of the said Company. 
All which laws, statutes, orders, and constitutions, so to be made as afore- 
said, shall be binding on every member, and to be from time to time in- 
violably observed according to the tenor and effect of them, provided that 
they he not repugnant to the law of England or of the Colony. And now, 
and that the intent hereof may prove more effectual, and inflame the worthy 
zenl of the Comi)any, Gideon Wanton, Esq., Governor end Commander-in- 
chief in and ovei the Colony aforesaid, doth, by the direction of the said 
Asaemblj, subscribe his name, and cause the seal of the said Colony to be 
affixed hereunto, the twenty-fourth day of August, in the twenty-fourth year 
of the reign of hi' most sacred Majesty George thb Second, by the 
grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith, &c 

(Signeii) GIDEOM WANTON, 

(be!ilcd,«ilh the Seal ol the Colony.] 



THOMAS WARD, Secret 
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THE CHAETER AS AMENDED IN 1856. 



/( is enacted by the Oeneral Assembly as follows : — 

Sect. 1. — Said Company shall be known and culled by the name of The 
Company of the Bedwood Library and Athen^um, and by that name 
shall have and enjoy all the powers, privileges, rights, and immunities, and be 
subject to all the duties, liabilities, and burdens, of said Company, in the same 
manner and to the same intent and effect as under the former name. 

Sect. 2. — The rights in said Library shall not be liable to be attached, or 
levied upon, by any writ or execution for any debt, duty, or demand, of what 
kind or nature soever. 

Sect. 3. —And be it further enacted, that the following Articles be added 
to, and form a part of, the charter of said Company ; viz. ; — 

Art. 1. — The Librarj' and property of the Company shall be held in 
shares, of which the members shall have certificates signed by the President 
and Secretary. 

Aht. 2. — There shall be a meeting of the Company, at the Library-room, 
on the last Wednesday in September, annuaLy, at three o'clock, P.M. Fifteen 
members present in person or by proxy shall constitute a quorum for business. 

Art. 3. — Special meetings on other days may be called by order of the 
President or of the Directors ; or Upon request, made in writing to the 
President, by ten members of the Company. 

Art. 4. — At those special meetings, such business only shall be transacted 
as shall be specified in the order for caUing the same, and in the notice given 
of such meetings to the members. 

Art. 5. — Public or personal notice of every meeting of the Company 
(except adjourned raeetinga, notice of which shall be put up in the Library- 
room) shall be given by the Secretary, at least five days previous to such 
meeting. 

Art. 6. — Each proprietor shall be entitled to one vote by himself, his 
attorney, or proxy, on every share by him held, at all meetings of tiie crarpora- 
tion; provided that no proprietor shall ever have exceeding five votes in his 
own right, whatever may be the number of shares he may hold. 

Art. 7. — No transfer of any share shall be valid, until approved by the 
Company or the Board of Directors, and properly authenticated by a certificate 
signed by the President and Secretary. 
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Art. 8. — AUlases and fines due from aoy members shall attach upon 
their shares in the Library j and no transfer of any such shares shall be valid, 
until such taxes and fines shall be paid. 

Art. 9. — At every annual meeting, each member shall pay to the Trea- 
surer one dollar, to be appropriated to the purchase of books. 

Art. 10. — All taxes necessary for repairs, and other purposes of the 
Institution, shall he assessed by the Company at their annual meetings, or at 
special meetings called agreeably to the third, fourth, and fifth Artides. 

Akt. 11. — Any member who shall neglect to make the annual payment 
established by the ninth Article, or who shall neglect, after notice, in writing, 
from the Treasurer or from the Secretary, to pay any tax assessed by the 
Company, or any fine by him incurred, shall be deprived of the use of the Li- 
brary during such di-liliquency. 

Art. 12. — If any member shall so continue to neglect for the space of 
one year after such notice, his right and share in the Library shaJl be for- 
feited, ipso facto, to the Company ; provided that, three months previous to 
such forfeiture, further notice thereof shall be given to the delinquent mem- 
ber by the Treasurer or the Secretary, and that no share shall be forfeited 
for any fines or taxes of less amount than five dollars ; provided also that 
every member, who shall be absent at sea at the time the forfeiture of his 
share would accrue, shall be allowed three months, with notice as aforesaid, 
after his return, before such forfeiture shall take place. 

Art. 13. — The Company, at their annual meetings, shall elect from 
among their members a President, ele*en Directors, a Ti-easurer, a Secre- 
tary, and such other ofGcera as they shall think necessary; vacancies in any 
of which offices shall be filled at any special meeting. If more than one can- 
didate be nominated for any office, the Company shall elect bj ballot. If 
no person shall have a majority of the votei, the ballot shall be taken again 
between the two persona having the highest fiumber on the first trial. The 
votes shall be counted by the Treasurer and Secretary, except in theb own 
election ; the votes in which case shall he coimted by the President, or by 
either of the Directors. 

Art. 14, — The President. — He shall have a general superintendence of 
the Library j shall preside at ^he meetings of the Company and of the Direc- 
tors, of whom he may call special meetings at such times as he shall think 
necessary ; and shall himself he a Director ex officio. 

Art. 15. — The Directors. — They shall meet at the Library-room on a 
stated day in each quarter, or at such other times and places as they shall 
appoint ; of all which meetings, except those by adjournment, every Director 
not absent from the island shall have notice given him by the Secretarj-. 
The votes of six Directors personally present shall be necessary for the adop- 

It shall be the duty of the Directors to superintend the Library and 
property of the Company, direct the purchase of books, to make necessary 
repairs, and adopt temporary regulations (not inconsistent with the chai'ter 
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and laws of the Company) in cases unprovided for; such regulations to 
remain in force only until the next meeting of the Company. 

They shall select and appoint a Lihi-arian, whom also they may remove; 
shall prescrihe his duties, and fix the amount of compensation to be allowedhim. 

When any member shall recommend any book or work to the Directors 
by leaving the title thereof with the Librarian, the same shall be considered 
by lliem. 

They shall have power to ascertain all fines due to the Company, hut not 
to remit any fines incurred by a breach of the laws of the Company; which 
they shall take care to have strictly enforced. 

They may grant tke privilege of the Company, so far as relates to the use 
of the books, to such distinguished strangers, or liberal benefactors to this 
Library, ae may be temporarily resident in the city of Newport. 

At the annual meeting of the Company, the Directors shall make report 
of their proceedings during the past year ; and shall recommend for the con- 
sideration of the Company such measures as they may think advisable. 

Art. 16. — All moneys due to the Company, in taxes, fines, or otherwise, 
shall be paid to the Treasurer, and be by him held subject to the orders of 
the Company and of the Directors. Upon non-payment, after proper notice, 
of any money so due, the Treasurer shall have power, with the advice of the 
Directors, to sue for and recover the same in the name of the Company. 

He shall account annually to the Directors, on some day not more than 
one month preceding the annual meeting of the Company, and at such other 
times as they may require. 

Art. 17. — The Secretary. — He shall keep journals of the proceedings of 
the Company and of the Directors, to each of whom he shall act as Secretary, 
and of whose respective meetings he shall give due notice to the several 
members. 

He shall record aii transfers of shares approved of by the Company ; and, 
under the orders of the Directors, shall have the care of the charter, laws, 
and deeds of the Company. 

Art. 18. — All the books helon^ng to the Library shall be on the shelves 
on the Wednesday previous to the annual meeting in each year ; and every 
proprietor, who shall refuse or neglect to return the book or books which 
may be out on his jespeciive share or shares, shall pay, as a fine for such 
neglect, the sum of twenty-five cents. 

Akt. 19. — Every proprietor who may neglect or refuse to pay any taxes 
or assessments which may have been or shall he ordered at the annual 
meeting of the Company, or any fine or fines legally assessed by the Direc- 
tors or Librarian for the detention of hooks, for the space of three months 
after such taxes, assessments, or fines, shall have been respectively levied, 
shall be debarred the use of the Library, as it respects the taking-out of 
books, until such taxes, assessments, or fines, shall be paid, 

AU Acts heretofore passed by this General Assembly, inconsistent here- 
with, are hereby repealed. 
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EEGULATIONS. 



1. The Library and Reading-room shall be kept open on such days and 
at sucli hours as the Directors may designate. 

2. All books, pamphlets, &c., shall he legibly marked with the name of 
the Library ; and, if presented, shall have inscribed in them the names of the 
givers, unless otherwise requested. 

3. Each person entitled to the privileges of the Library shall be allowed 
to take out any two yolumes at a time : which may be kept, if a folio or 
quarto, for four weeks ; if an octavo or a duodecimo, for two weeks ; and, if 
a pamphlet, for one week. Of a set of books, he may take, at any time, two 
volumes ; the latter of which, he may retain for the whole time which would 
have been allowed for both, had they been taken separately. 

4. If any person shall detain a book over the time allowed, he shall pay, 
as a fine, five cents for every day's detention of such book ; and, if it shall 
not he returned within twenty days after demand made in writing therefor 
by the Librarian, he shall pay the value of the book, or of the set to which it 
belongs, — the value to he estimated by the Directors. 

0. Aiiy person who shall soil or damage or lose a book belonging to the 
Library shall he liable to such fine as the Directors may imposci or shall pay 
the value of the book, or of the set, if it be part of a set, as the Directors 
may elect. 

6. Any person entitled to books may enter his name with the Librarian 
for any hook then out, and shall be entitled thereupon to receive such hook 
when returned. But no name shall be entered at any one time for more than 
one book, or two volumes of a set ; nor shall more than one name be entered 
at the same time for the same book; and such book shall be reserved for 
only one libvary-day. 

7 No book shall be delivered to any one but a stockholder, or a member 
of his immediate family, or upon a stockholder's written order, except as 
provided for in Article 20 : and no person shall take a hook from the Library, 
except at the bands of the Librarian or his Assistant ; to either of whom only 
shall such book be returned. 

8. The Librarian shall haje power to prohibit the removal of books from 
the shelves, whenever he may deem such removal improper. 

9. No hook belonging to the Library shall he lent by any person taking 
the same, under the penalty of one dollar. 

10. The Librarian shall carefully examine all hooks returned ; and shall, 
at the time, note any damage done to them, in a hook kept for that pur- 
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pose, in which he shall keep an account of dl TJolations of the Regulations 
relating to the Institution. 

U. The Directors may on special occasions, at their discretion, authorize 
individuals, not connected with the Institution, to use the Library under such 
restrictions as they shall impose. 

12. Any person who shall violate any of these regulations shall be liable 
to forfeit his right to the privileges of the Institution for one year ; or for a 
less time, as the Directors shall determine. 

13. All books shall he returned to the Librarv at such times aa the Direc- 
tors maj order when a carelul examination of the Libr'irj si all he made , 
and ani person who shall fml to conform to such an order shall be liable to 
a fine of oi e doilai 

14. Books belonging to the library mil be used in the Read ng room 
Any person desir ng to u e books in the Read ng room chall be fi mished 
with a card on which he shall designate the hook or books asked for bj 
staling the leller of the shelf and the number of the book on the bhi-lf, 
and the (olime or volumes (all which can be learned from the Catalogie) 
and this card which mubt he pre ented when a 1 ook is asked for to be used 
in the Reading room, will be retained as long as the owner retams the 
books : but no book, so received, shall be taken from the Reading-room. 

15. Each pamphlet or periodical used in the Reading-room shall be re- 
turned to its place by the person using iti and all books used there shall be 
returned to the Librarian or to his Assistant. 

16. All conversation and all conduct, inconsistent with the quiet and or- 
derly use of the Reading-room, are absolutely prohibited. Infraction of this 
rule will incur the penalty of future exclusion. 

17. No books shall he taken from the shelves by any person not employed 
in the Library, except such as are deposited in the Reading-room for refer- 

18. Any stockholder may introduce a friend to the Reading-room, for a day. 

19. Any person, with permission of the Directors, may deposit books, or 
other works of art, in the Library, to remain there for use or otherwise, as 
the owners may direct; which shall be under the same care and regulations 
as the property of the Institution, but without devolving any responsibility 
on the Company. 

20. Under the foregoing Regulations, any persons (though not stockhold- 
ers) having a temporary residence in the city, with the consent of the Direc- 
tors, may have the use of the Library and Reading-room by paying therefor 
iive dollars, in advance, for the season, and depositing with the Librarian 
twenty dollars ; which deposit shall be restored on the return of all books 
taken out, and the payment of any fines which have been incurred by the 
depositor. The Directors, however, in their discretion, may dispense with 
the deposit. 

21. All hooks, when first introduced into the Library, by purchase or gift, 
shall remain one week on the table befoi-e being put into circulation. 
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r OF DONORS OP BOOKS. 



AN AlPHABETICAl LIST 



NAMES OF DONORS OF BOOKS TO THE REDWOOD LIBBARY 

AND ATHEN^UM, 



AUai 



E. P 






i,WllliamM., 1610 6 

Joilttthar, 1810 2 

;an Paace Sociely, 1651 ... 1 

irat College, 1859 1 

!□, Mrs. E. G., 1660 .... 10 

Angel, J. R., 1865 . .' 6 

Anthony, H. B. (U. States), 1S&9 . . 10 

Arnold, S. G., 1860 2 

Athenteara, Providence, 1833 ... 1 

Auchmuty, Robert N., 1810 .... 2 

Anchinntj, Samuel D., 1610 .... 1 

Bache, Alesander D., 1859 .... 4 

Balch, L. F. W., 1869-60 2 

Bardin, Charles, 1756 1 

Barnard, Hincy, 18il 1 

Barnard, Thoroas M. A., IT&3 ... a 

Barker, Jamea, 1846 1 

BartlBtt, J. R., 1656-60 6 

Baok, Henry P., 1646-80 15 

Bedee, Moses, 1847 1 

Benson, Egbert, 1818 i>. 2 

Birckhoad, James, 1860 I 

Bisby, J. M., tS*B-62 2 

Bland, Michael, 1TE2 4 



Boston, City of, 1869 1 

Boston Library, Mercantile, 1S44 . . 1 
BoatonLibrary, Public, 1859. ... 1 

Bours, John, 1810-11 18 

Boura, Peter, 1S14 8 

Boutwell, G. S., 1666 3 

Bowditch, N. I., 1836-52 3 

Bowler, Metcalf, 1760 1 

Brenton, E. Felhara, 1831 2 

Brett, John, M.D., 1760 8 

Brevoort, J. Carson, of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
1368, one TOlume privately printed; 
viz., Washington's Diary. 8vo. Now 

York. 1868 1 

Brinley, Edward, 163S 3 

Brinley, Franoia, I85B-9 13 

Brooka, Rov. Charles T., 1845-59 . . 11 

Brooka, Nathan C, 1644 1 

Brooka, Henry M., 1860 p. 3 

Brooks, Sidney, 1856-9 84 

Brown, Moses, 1826 8 

Brown University, 1843 1 

Brownell, T., 1860 p. 2 

Buffum, David, 182S-5B 11 

Bull, Joseph, 1750 11 

Bull, Henry, 1810-32 6 

Bullfinoh, S., 1880 1 

Bnrrougha, Green, 1812 1 

Cahoone, Stephen, 1629-58 . . . . 10 
Calvert, George H., 1846-60 .... la 
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OmfieM, Hlahimi, 1860 2 

Carey, Matthew, 1816 1 

Carpenter, Martha, 1833 2 

Carpenter, Phcebe, 1810 3 

Carpenter, Willett, 1836 3 

Chaloner, Dr. John, 17B0 6 

Champlin, 0. G., 1810 37 

Champlin, Martha, 1844 16 

Channing, Edward, 1825 16 

Channmg, George, 1826 24 

Channing, Dr. Walter, 1812-46 ... 3 
Chaining, William E., 1830-6 ... 3 

Chase, Mra., 1833 3 

Chonles, John 0., 1829 3 

Clarke, Audley, laaa B 

Clarke, William A., 1842-60 .... 80 

Clob of Newport, 1750 81 

Coggeshall, David M., 1825 .... 3 

CoggeEhall, James, 1S32 1 

Coggesball, John, tsas 3 

CoggeBhall, Russell, 1867 1 

CogKeshall,W.T.,1860 p. 1 

Collins, Henry, 1760 2 

Cope, Thomas P., 1844 4 

Cotton, Charles, M.D.,1E1B .... 3 

Cozzens, Issachar, 1843 2 

CoEzens, JameE, 1866 1 

Cozzeiis, William C, 1869 I 

Cranston, Mrs. Caleb, 1859 . . , . 1 
Cranston, Henry Y., 1810-49 .... 17 

Cranston, Robert B., 1842 3 
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